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England against the threatened interdict. Any one
who should be apprehended as the bearer of such ail
instrument, if a regular, was to lose his feet; if a clerk,
his eyes, and suffer more shameful mutilation; a lay-
man was to be hanged ; a leper to be burned. A bishop
who left the kingdom, for fear of the interdict, was to
carry,nothing with him but his staff. All exiles were to
return on pain of losing their benefices. Priests who
refused to chant the service were to be mutilated, and
all rebels to forfeit their lands. An oath was to be
administered by the sheriffs to all adults, that they
would respect no ecclesiastical censure from the Arch-
bishop*

A second time Henry's ungovernable passion betrayed
him into a step which, instead of lowering, only placed
his antagonist in a more formidable position. He deter-
Bedwt mined to drive him from his retreat at Pon-
Pontigny. tigny. He sent word to the general of the
Cistercian order, that it was at their peril, if they har-
boured a traitor to his throne. The Cistercians pos-
sessed many rich abbeys in England; they dared not
defy at once the King's resentment and rapacity. It
was intimated to the Abbot of Pontigny, that he must
dismiss .his guest. The Abbot courteously communi-
cated to Becket the danger incurred by the Order. Ha
could not but withdraw; but instead now of lurking in a
remote monastery, in some degree secluded from the
public gaze, he was received in the archiepiscopal city
of Sens; his honourable residence was prepared in a
monastery close to the city; he lived in ostentatious
communication with the Archbishop William, one of hia
most zealous partisans/
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